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., ‘i By FRANCIS GARY POWERS
"L WuNet long alter the installation
s+, of ‘the-. “granger,” the .in-

E ‘ ' _te.lligcnce','ofﬁcer. introduced ud
Y

L

to anothey. piece’ of..''equip-
. ment.” " ’ e

we couldn't :figure it. ot/ It

77 1t stemed to be an ordinary sil-
"“.yer |dollar with a metal. loop at

_~.onelend so

"™ qarbund the neck, .

: ever Cartied Cyanlde:
e Obviously enjoying our puz
Hement, he unscréwed the leop.
.3 buvide the dollar was what aj)-
“\pedrea 0. be . an -ordinary
v s strdight ncedle, only’ again-riot

o
" .
'

“the.grooves was a sticky brown

..gubstance.’ T
1t was curare; the intelligence

officer. exnlained. , Just one

" prick would sulfice,

From now on, we could carry

this, if we wanted to, ingtpad of
cyanide, . ° S o
: The majority of pilots had de-
*. leided against carrying cyanide.
I had never carried it. .
“But we were fascinated with
th'e dollar-pin-needle device.
Passing if -around, quite- car-
fully, - leaving . the .necdle in
the sheath, we each examined
it..1t was ingenious, Who would
- |evér think of looking. inside a
- {silyer” dollar for something like
this?2:/ "+ 7, '
- {ye were éhamping at the bit.
Most of 1958, all of 1959, and
thus far in 1960, there had been
a drastic reduction in the pum-
ber of overllights. Months
'would pass _ without one. - Al-
though never told the reason for
the severe cutback, we presum-
ed'it was because of the polili-
cal climate. o
" We were quite capable of]
making many more flighta than
was the
|ious to¥do so. We were not in-
" |active; we coatinued to make
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" fooked like, a good-luck charm.

_-one! ‘it could be fastened
“onitg a’ key .chain or @, chain.’

. an ordinary nocdlé, Toward. thel
.1 ., end there were grooves, Inside

case, in'fact were anx-|nad, ‘ _ R A
'+ Though Opefation Oyerfiight]

Orders: Talk If
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Francis Gary Powers

borde r-sprveillance missions |
and “spcclal”  missions, ' but
were delinitely restive, Thc|'j

Iongel" the layoff, the greater,
the tension. The fewer the over-.
flights, the more apprehensive
we became about the next one. 1
Then, suddenly, two [lights
were scheduled for the same:
month, April, 1960, .,
Picked to Fly - .~ - ...

I was fo be “backup™ on the,
first and to Uy the second.

a substitute for the lcad pilot in
the event he was unable to fly.
‘It was some wecks prior to
the first April flipht, when we
weie studying routes, that 1 fi-
nptly asked the question,

It had been put off much too
long. There had been no. men-

had never been brought up in
our bricfings. We had never dis-’
cussed it among ourselves, Yet|,

— or, at least, I knew one pilot

[

20 APRT970

1. ask it then, .

Y
Cotell?”
The backup pilot was simply -

tion'of it in our contracls, Ity

I knew we had thought about at|
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" was nearly four years
, were tota\lly

“accident.’” It didnt
‘sarily have to
loose screw, in just :t
place, could. bring an

down. : .

" Asks Intelligence Officer .-

.. The silver dollar had pro-
" vided the obvious opening, and
1 had presumed someonc would
But no one had
;"done so. Now, as we-were pre-
| resume overfliphts,.
" decided to puttit'direct
" {ntelligencey officer.

pariig to

. .

"What :il 'somcthing.

‘. and ono ol ‘ps gdes’ down ‘over
- Russia? JThat's an aw
. countryy and: 16 tduld be- 4 .hell

ol a lomg walk.to"da bordep. 18
_ there anyphe there ‘weA
© tact? “Can' you" ‘giye "u
* names ‘and: addeessesy”

' UNo, we tad't” 1y

Whild.it' wak‘not wia
ed to heay, hib unawd
Jeast ynderstandablie’

agents 0, Rusginb (g5

sumably -did, - release”

names - ‘could.. place itl\em Jn

jeopardy -als 30 A

What About the W'oij.-'nl?',' R ¥

1 pcriis'tcd'.f‘-'!‘A\'I‘f,!H
the warst, hat{bpcns;.;'
goes dowil,' anhd,

His e
nay aé
thing, B

cact W

get it ot of you anywa

DuringyApll,- 19,
aware ol"ﬂiq'ﬁurc_r]

conferéhed, ey

. place iy, Parls, 8

day, we “discussed: t ¢, talks, |, Bl okt ik
opelule that; ,smms.nu”nu-:. Bood] e emas a:;:mwm:m
* would -ttine"'oifp bl {hemq, Buthiry: Peniished By b
! : A sy A AAint A
There" aeniry
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unprepa ryd for an

be a missile. One

the pilot is chp-
* tured. 'What story does. he use?
ow muth.:should he

were, “You
‘well tcll them every-
ecatlse they're

mipg Summit
uled tg , take
iy, P 6,'. following
month:Jike! utherytopigseof the

PaGantrg Cev i
e Ao oL@ )
R000200190019-4 " X

seemed to be no solution {o the
jproblciw of Berlin; ‘according to

old, we everything we . read,”. Khrush-

anmeiS y

1
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e e woox Uz |
agc. .0tz Opever o A,
. .v ! ':“:,‘
Downed
a

ichev was determined to. make
trouble over the {ssue. .
- But it.was a minor _topi¢, Wz

- ngees-

he - right
aircralt

Jolin F. Kennedy’s win over
‘Hubert Humphrey in the Wis-
‘| consin Presidential primary: de
Gaulle’s visit to the United|,
States; the orbiting of a naviga-|
tional satellite from Cape Cana-

qur wotk or with the sudden in-
1
ly to.thq

ﬁlé’(p_[‘)cm%

flights, -~ oo

Own Explanation

e

for that. o

fully bigi No one told

‘us ti\is. it ‘was

a lecling that intelligerdce, ; sus-
chn.ton-1pecting the; Russians’were tlose
W How. Sovine,
rahte (prablei; | wds -trying‘ to
¢rowd’ ;jn:las \many..impbrtant

targets
remained.” 0y

Livdnt:
r, was at
~we had
¢ pre-
of their

TE 2

didn't lessen the/tension,

imoothly as its’predccessorsid

were equally interested in Sen. il

‘their missile-guid-{ *

‘fnée that mine,<scheduled . for
ate in the month, Would' o oth-!
erwise. Yet :we ‘wert: n’ little
more appréficnsive -about it

tht, Teay:
A pi ane

from alif. provious dverflights in
one respbebe s tet
going to

y ”
we wcre

Pdkistan,” T wax 6 fly. 3,800,
miles,to Bodo, Ndrway. -
- 1t would be the first
had  altempted o fly. all the
way across tho-Suviet Union. ..
< NEXT: ‘A lastsminute change
in plancs proves: dishstrous. *
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than -usually iwduid-have been: .
the case, '§ipge.;it"would differ; .~

c¢rease’ in the number. of dver- o

We had our 'own explanation| -

‘ad; pdssible, while: time| g

"Fhere was na‘feason to sup-l -

time '.'#'d':

veral. We didn't connect it with ;

just'a presumption, but,we had| ' &

Moweve ri the first April} . -
{linht, on the 1014, went off- 4§}

“The fecling, -'?t',(:‘»’l':cct'or_ not,|

T;ikihg',o’fl‘ frﬁm Peshawar.’ ,.
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